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THE LANCET.

LONDON: SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 1869.

THE COUNCIL OF THE COLLEGE OF SURGEONS.

WE congratulate the Council of the College of Surgeons
on the very evident signs of progress it is beginning at

length to put forth. Whether this may be due solely to
the steady infusion of new blood by the votes of the Fellows
from year to year, by which the weight of reform has at
last proved irresistible; or whether the tottering condition
of the College as a licensing institution since the rival Col-

lege has proclaimed its double diploma, and since the Privy
Council awoke to the necessities of the profession and the

public, may have influenced its Council, we will not stay to

inquire. It is sufficient, for the present at least, that many
members of the Council are determined to carry into effect

the pledges they recently gave on election; that others who
appeared to have quite forgotten that they ever were elected
have suddenly awakened to their responsibilities, and are

endeavouring to justify themselves in the eyes of those
they represent; and, lastly, that the phalanx of life-long
obstructives has become so small as at last to be insignifi-
cant.

The brief summary of the Council’s proceedings which

appeared in our last issue -will have informed our readers
that two of the most important questions affecting the
Council were brought forward on the recent occasion of

meeting-the questions of the constitution of the Court of
Examiners, and the meetings of Fellows and Members

within the College. Mr. HANCOCK, who brought forward
the first proposition, aimed at the formation of a separate
Board of Examiners in Anatomy and Physiology, apart
altogether from the Council; but he unfortunately clogged
his motion with complicated riders, by which the rights of
the existing examiners were to be reserved until their re-

spective terms of office expired. An amendment to this,

simply affirming the desirability of a separate Board of

Examiners in Anatomy and Physiology, in much the same
terms as formed the unsuccessful motion of Messrs. PAGET

and HEWETT some two years ago, was also brought forward.
A very lively discussion ensued, the feeling of the majority
of the Council being in favour of some reform in the Board
of Examiners, and Mr. CHARLES HAWKINS giving notice of
a motion that for the future not more than six examiners

should be allowed to have seats on the Council. The

amendment was eventually lost; and the motion was after-
wards withdrawn, with a view to its settlement in another
form when the motions of Mr. HAWKINS and Mr. SIMON

come on for discussion. At the present moment there are,
it is true, three examiners who are not councillors; but, in
the ordinary course of events, Mr. SxEY will cease to hold
office early next year. Unless, therefore, a bye-law be passed
to the contrary prior to this vacancy, no doubt another
councillor will be elected an examiner with his own vote.

Mr. QuAiN complains, we are informed, that he is not done

justice to in our columns; but we can only say that we
gave prompt insertion to his letter in 1865, and have not
ceased to urge the fulfilment of some of the promises it con-
tained. He shall, however, have no further cause of com-

plaint, since we now publish to the world that at the late
meeting, while supporting the separation of examiners from
the Council, he professed his readiness to resign his seat in
the Court at once if it would facilitate the carrying out of
the arrangement.

The important question brought forward by Mr. ERICHSEN
and seconded by Mr. HOLDEN, respecting the right of

Fellows to assemble in their own College, was received with
almost startling unanimity as far as the right of meeting
went, the only question being whether the right extended
to the Members as well as the Fellows. We must say it

appears to us that, though the Fellows were by the Charter
of 1843 constituted the elective body of the Council, the
Corporation of the College of Surgeons comprises, as it has
always done, the Fellows and Members. In fact, what are
the great bulk of the Fellows but Members who were either
fortunate enough to be included among the first six hundred
created or have since paid ten pounds for the privilege ?
The last Calendar gives the names of 1329 Fellows, and of
these only 389 are Fellows by examination, who can claim
to have shown some superior aptitude for the position they
hold. The bye-laws (sect. xviii.) also evidently contemplate
the meetings 0: Fellows and Members, and we have littledoubt that the Committee to whom the question has been
referred will find means readily enough to bring about the’
desired object. One thing only we would insist upon-that
neither the President nor the Council arrogate to themselves
a power of non-compliance with the demand of a given
number of Fellows and Members to summon a meeting.
Such a power would only bring about a collision between
the two parties ; whereas, if the right contended for be.

yielded gracefully, we feel sure that it will not be abused.

THERE is a deficit of between &pound;2,000,000 and &pound;3,OOO,OO0
in the Indian exchequer ; and theoretical financiers no less
than practical economists will be anxiously deliberating
how it can be best overcome. The existing system of or-

ganisation of all our Indian departments can scarcely fail
to be reconsidered, if with no other object than that of dis-

covering a more economical method of administration.
’ Medical and sanitary science and questions of publis
health in India occupy a much more prominent position
in connexion with the Government than they do in this
country. And it is not difficult to discover why this

should be so. We maintain an enormous army in

India, the Imperial and commercial interests at stake

are large, the climate is inimical to the constitution of

Europeans, and the country is from time to time visited by
terrible epidemics. The tenure of life is uncertain, and
the waste of it great. Of course all this entails vast ex-

pense. There is, moreover, another way in which medical
science assumes a greater importance in India than else-
where; and this is due to the influence which we are en-
abled to exercise over the native population by its aid.

Appeals to the religious sense or to the reasoning faculties
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produce, relatively, little effect on people characterised by
the mental and moral organisation peculiar to the tribes of
India; but the aid of medicine is anxiously sought by the

suffering, and its apparent mysteries excite the keenest

curiosity of the healthy. The natives of India have always
willingly applied themselves to this branch of study, and
availed themselves of our superior acquirements in it.

Medicine is therefore capable of being turned into a power-
ful political lever. The labours of the medical officer serve

to awaken the interest of all classes, and to consolidate, it

may be, the attachment of an Indian prince to our rule of
the country.
When every branch of the service will undergo a rigid

scrutiny, it is scarcely likely that the medical depart-
ments of India will be exempted from a similar ordeal;
and we venture to think that the Indian system of sani-

tary administration, as well as the medical departmental
organisation, are capable of being reconstructed upon
a basis far better as well as more economical than

that now in existence. The organisation of the sanitary
and medical institutions appears to us to be unnecessarily
complicated and divided; and the administration, which

ought to be efficient and direct, suffers in consequence. We

propose, then, to devote the present and some subsequent
articles to the discussion of this subject. It will, however,
be at once apparent that our efforts in this direction must
be circumscribed by the space at our disposal. We cannot
track the subject through its various details and ramifica-
tions. We can only pretend to aim at laying bare the prin-
ciples by which we profess to be guided.
The subject, then, consists of two distinct branches-

namely, the present system of sanitary administration in
India ; and the existing division of the army medical

element into two perfectly separate services-the British
and Indian Army Medical Departments respectively, and
that other collateral branch of the service in which so many
medical officers of the native army are occupied, namely,
civil employment.
We recently alluded to the origin and progress of that

modern innovation which consists in having a Sanitary
Commission, armed with special powers and exercising
special functions, as an institution and authority entirely
separate and distinct from the two medical departments
already existing in the country. Now we shall strive to

prove that its origin was a mistake, and that its continuance
in its present capacity is an anomaly, a source of inefficiency,
and a cause of useless expenditure of the public money.
We hold the existence of such a separate functionary as a

Sanitary Commissioner for the Bengal Presidency, in the
first place, to be unnecessary; and, if necessary, that his
relation as regards the rest of the machinery requires to
be readjusted, in order that he may be removed from a

position in which he can only embarrass, and not aid, the
system of public health administration.

Speaking broadly, there are in India two separate ele-
ments in the population : first, the military, composed of
the British and native forces; and, secondly, the civil com-

munity, composed of the natives themselves and of the civil
employ&eacute;s of the Government.
The functions discharged by a sanitary commissioner

may be supposed to comprise the collation and analysis of
health statistics for the information of the Governor-

General in Council, periodical sanitary inspections of dif-
ferent districts, investigations into the causes of disease,
the suggestion of methods for their removal or limitation,
and the maintenance of a surveillance over sanitary matters
in general, with a view to advising the governing powers
as to the proper course of action. There is also another

object which, though not essential to the system, forms a,

prominent feature of its present working &mdash; namely, the
periodical publication of reports on all the matters that
have come within the cognisance of the Sanitary Commis-
sion, or been officially discussed.
The Sanitary Commission of Bengal originated during a

period of excitement. It was an expedient adopted to allay
the outcry and adverse criticism which resulted after the

publication of the Report of the Indian Sanitary Commis-
sioners. The appointment of a non-professional man was
defended on the ground that the duties of the sanitary com-
missioner were those which required talent for adminis,-
tration, much more than the possession of professional
knowledge. But the performance of all the legitimate duties
of sanitary commissioner for Bengal has not involved the
exercise of any such administrative capacity ; they are, in
fact, simply those of observation and report on sanitary de-
fects and insanitary conditions. On the other hand, the

every-day duties of the higher ranks of officers in the me-

dical departments are purely those of administration, and
the medical officer who had not sufficient talent in this re-

spect to fit him to perform the duties of a sanitary commis-
sioner would be quite incompetent to assume any respon
sible charge either in the field or in quarters.
The military force in India, whether British or native,

has its own medical officers; and every question bearing
upon its physical well-being is thoroughly discussed, and
subjected to a process of filtration as it passes through the
different ranks until it reaches the responsible medical
head, who has, moreover, the results of his own personal
observations during his tour of inspections to guide him.
The opinions of medical officers of the standing of an

inspector-general or of his divisional officers-whose expe-
rience of army sanitary requirements is practical and not
theoretical-should be received as those of the legitimate
advisers of the authorities in all matters connected with

the sanitation of the British and native armies. They
are the officers who will be looked to for explanation
if any of her Jl.’Iajesty’s regiments are suffering in their
sanitary condition from preventable causes, and they will be
held responsible for any shortcomings. It would be ridi-

culous to subordinate either of the medical departments or
to transfer their legitimate duties and responsibilities to a

department which is but of yesterday, and which might
cease to exist to-morrow without the slightest ill effects.
We may fairly ask whether either the late Sanitary Com-

mission, or the past or present Sanitary Commissioner for
Bengal, has yet made one good recommendation which had
not been over and over again made by the Medical Depart-
ment and its officers. The Government is now in direct

possession of all the sanitary recommendations made by or
through the Inspector-General of her Majesty’s hospitals;
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and we may, therefore, conclude that, so far as the military
section of the community is concerned, the existence of a

Sanitary Commission acts as a source of complication for
which the Indian Government is spending its money in

vain.

A REMARKABLE essay has just been published by MM.
ScnMiEDEBEEG and KOPPE on Muscarin, the poisonous
alkaloid of a certain fungus, called the Agaricus muscarius,
or Amanita muscaria; the properties of which have long
been known in connexion with the curious but not very

pleasant story told by PEREIRA, on the authority of

LANGSDORF, of its use for the purpose of producing intoxi-
cation amongst the Russian peasants. The alkaloid was

obtained, as we learn from an abstract contained in the
Centralblatt, principally from the specimens of this species
growing around Dorpat, though it seems probable that it is
not limited to this species alone. It is procured by means
of a somewhat complicated process through the agency of
alcohol, with the addition of acetate of lead and ammonia,
which leaves the alkaloid in solution, whence, after acidifi-
cation with sulphuric acid, it is precipitated with iodide of
potassium and mercury, or potassium-bismuth-iodide. When
freed from the latter salts, it appears as a strongly alkaline

hygroscopic mass, destitute of taste and smell, drying when
evaporated over sulphuric acid into crystalline laminse,

easily soluble in alcohol and water, soluble with difficulty
in chloroform, and not at all in ether. It burns without

subliming at a temperature of 100&deg; C., giving off an odour
feebly resembling tobacco. The proportion of the alkaloid
contained in the agaric is very small, not exceeding ten or
twelve grains in two pounds of the fresh fungus. As

regards its physiological properties, they appear closely to
resemble those of the Calabar bean, and, like this, to

be antagonistic to atropine. It acts with remarkable

energy on cats, a very small quantity injected subcutane-
ously producing an abundant flow of saliva and of tears,
vomiting, diminution of the frequency of the pulse, and
such extraordinary contraction of the pupil that this only
appeared as a narrow black slit. Subsequently dyspnoea
and debility of the muscular energy supervened, amounting
at length to paralysis. Before death the pupil became

widely dilated; and the fatal issue resulted from arrest of
the respiration, the heart continuing for some time to con-
tract feebly. Larger doses were required to kill dogs and
rabbits; and no contraction of the pupil occurred in the
latter. The influence of muscarin on the heart was care-

fully noted in frogs. The subcutaneous injection of the
one-tenth of a milligramme caused retardation of the heart’s
action by prolonging the diastole; the auricle, and then
the ventricle, after a few minutes, ceasing to act. For

several hours, however, the slightest touch of the ventricle
induced a single powerful contraction; showing that the
motor apparatus was not paralysed. Section of the vagi
caused no variation in the phenomena, and hence the

authors were led to refer the phenomena to a persistent
excitation of the inhibitory apparatus situated in the heart
itself; and the correctness of this view was established by
the following control-experiment:-Von BEZOLD and others
have shown that atropine paralyses the inhibitory appa-

ratus situated in the heart of mammals, and ScHMiEDEBEEG

has proved in that of frogs also. Now it is worthy of notice
that a dose of atropine will completely remove the influence
of muscarin ; so that if the heart of a frog has been

quiescent for hours, providing its irritability is retained, it

begins again to pulsate and to acquire its former activity if
a dose of atropine be injected, whilst, inversely, muscarin
exerts no influence on an atropinised frog. A similar

antagonism exists between muscarin and atropine in regard
to the heart of mammals.

In animals poisoned with muscarin the blood-pressure
sinks almost immediately to one-third of its normal amount.
To this primary and principal depression a period succeeds
during which it slightly rises again. The prodigious fall
in the first instance is probably due, not simply to retarda-
tion of the pulse, but to a sudden loss of tone in the vessels-
a loss which is rendered evident in rabbits by dilatation of
the vessels of the ears. After the injection of atropine, the

blood-pressure recovers itself again, and considerably ex-
ceeds the normal amount; probably on account of the
complete abolition of the influence of the pneumo-

gastrics. The action of muscarin is very energetic on
the abdominal organs; and here, again, resembles that of
the Calabar bean, the intestines, bladder, and even the

spleen becoming as it were tetanically contracted. The

intestines first become converted into a hard, white cord,
and then, becoming somewhat relaxed, exhibit vigorous but
irregular peristaltic movements. The effect does not occur

if by compression of the aorta the adit of blood to the in-
testines is prevented. Here, also, atropine presented dis-

tinctly its antagonistic action. The sialogogue influence
of muscarin was always that which was first exhibited,
and in all animals alike, whatever their sensitiveness to the

poison might otherwise be. The effect on the pupil appears
to be but slow in man, and to produce it a considerable dose
is required.

THE Second Report of the Commission on the Employ-
ment of Children, Young Persons, and Women in Agri-
culture, has just been issued; and perhaps the most re-
markable feature in it is the difference of opinion between
the two Commissioners themselves as to the conclusions to

be drawn from the mass of evidence before them. The

most prominent fact, according to one of these gentlemen
(Mr. TREMENHEERE), to which that evidence points is the
unanimity of farmers, landowners, and clergy in favour of

restricting to ten years the age at which juvenile labour
should commence, so as to secure for the agricultural
labourer’s child a due measure of education. To this

opinion Mr. TEEMENHEEBE is opposed, and on the following
grounds. The judgment of farmers as to restricting the age
of boys beginning agricultural labour to ten years is, in
general, worthless. Farmers, as a rule, have no need of
the work of juveniles under ten. Supposing the Legis-
lature enforced the proposed restriction, it would, at the

worst, only cause the farmer a cost of sixpence a week more
to get a boy over ten to do the work of a boy under ten,
while the cost would be more than refunded by the superior
efficiency of the labour. On the other hand, the indifferent
or self-interested opinion of the farmer or landowner is,
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according to Mr. TRF31ENHEFRE, more than outweighed by I
that of the labouring father of the child. The labour of

children under ten years of age is in numerous instances a

very important addition to the family income. In other

cases the labour of such children is indispensable to the
parents, irrespective of the consideration of earnings. In

Oxfordshire and Berkshire, it appears that legislation, ex-
cluding from work all children under the age of ten, would
oblige parents of young families to apply for aid in some
shape or other. Mr. TREMENHEERE would even defend the

practice in Lincolnshire-to send out children to work in
the field at the age of eight, or even seven, on the plea
that their labour is essential to their parents, and even (in
that county exceptionally) to the farmer; while in all cases
he thinks quite sufficient education can be secured to the
child without having recourse to the principle of prohibiting
the child’s labour at any age.

The other Commissioner (Mr. TUFNELL), on the contrary, 1
concludes that the question of the physical and n-iental

development of children employed in agricultural labour
cannot be solved on any other principle than that of re"

stricting the age at which that labour should commence.
He contends, and, as it seems to us, with much reason, that
not only should ten years be the minimum at which agri-
cultural labour should begin, but that such restriction

should in no case be relaxed, but universally enforced. The
evidence of Canon NORRIS, adduced by Mr. TUFNELL, on this

point seems to usvery conclusive; but there is one objection to
the restriction which has actually found supporters in certain

quarters. What is the use of restricting the age of the juvenile
labourer so that he may get some schooling, when schools
are either deficient in number or inefficient in management ? a
To this it is enough to answer, that if the Legislature can
afford to enact such a large measure as the universal re-
striction of the age at which industrial labour, whether in
the factory or the fields, should begin, it can also afford to
see that every parish has its proper school, properly con-
ducted. But, the benefits of education apart, is the gain
of the child’s earnings before the age of ten so absolutely
indispensable to his parents that his development, physical
and mental, must be arrested for life ? Mr. TuEMENHEEBE

has just told us that the greater efficiency of the labour of
children above ten years of age more than recoups the farmer

for the additional sixpence a week he pays for it. If so, the

parent should be content to wait for a year or two, till his i

child has been strengthened in mind and body so as to earn
the larger wage. It is a short-sighted policy to impair pre-
maturely the strength of the juvenile worker for the sake
of a few pence a week. If the family requires the small
sum he can earn, it should come from another quarter, for
which the State will provide.
But it is chiefly from a medical point of view that we agree

with Mr. TUFNELL rather than with Mr. TREMENHEERE as to

prohibiting juvenile agricultural labour below ten years of
age. And in this relation we could have wished that the

evidence accumulated by the Commissioners had been fuller
and more scientific. So far as we have seen, the medical evi-

dence has only gone to show that the health of the average
number of children employed before ten in the fields is good.
But this is not enough. Let us take a far more significant test.

! According to the army medical reports, the vast majority
of recruits are drawn from the class represented by those
agricultural labourers when of adult years. By that time
the effect of their early employment in the fields has made
itself apparent in their constitutions. And what does the
medical recruiting officer tell us? Why, that the majority
of the rejections among these recruits from the agricultural
districts are due to curvature of the spine and malformation
of chest-precisely the diseases which their premature ex-
ertion in the fields must inevitably cause. This is one

direction in which the effects of labour before ten years
of age are seen to be prejudicial. There are other and

subtler effects which every physician can readily bring
before his mind’s eye, and which are seen in the feeble

resisting-power possessed by agricultural communities in
the prevalence of an epidemic fever. If these communi-

ties-the great sources from which the effete populations
of the metropolis and of our larger towns are recruited-
be allowed to degenerate by their systematic subjection to
premature labour, what is to become of that vaunted Anglo-
Saxon stock of which the world hears so much ? Mr. TBENEN-HEERE has given some plausible reasons for the non-restric-tion of the age at which labour should be exacted from the

agricultural child. But he will require to reinforce them
still further if he expects to win over this reforming and
philanthropic generation to his side.

THE recurrence of Relapsing Fever, associated as it has
always been with states of privation and destitutiori,

suggests important considerations as regards the un-

satisfactory condition of the labouring classes, arising
from the stagnation of trade which has now so long pre-
vailed in Europe. It is, happily, not our part to endea-
vour to grapple with the problem of providing employment
and means of living for the thousands whose existence

depends upon conditions which have always been flu.c-

tuating, but which now appear more than ever subject to
disastrous influences, over which the State would appear to

possess but little power. The idea, which has been occa-

sionally suggested, of endeavouring to supplement the d-
pression of trade by forced and unnatural means-a sort of
playing at commerce-is manifestly futile. It is as hope-
less to attempt to relieve the mass of existing destitution

by such a method, as, in a season of long drought, to try
to fertilise our fields by an artificial irrigation which

shall take the place of rain. It seems likely that to the
locomotive facilities of the day this country will have to
look for a solution of the difficulty, and that by this means
the strong arm and the dexterous fingers must be trans-
ported to localities where their assistance is needed and

their work will command remuneration.

But as regards the immediate evil-the spread of famine
fever,-the remedy does not involve such elaborate consi-
derations, and its application need not be delayed. The

provision of good food for the poor, and watchful care over
the sanitary condition of their dwellings, would be sufficient
in a short time to eradicate this disease, if sufficient zeal

! were shown in using these resources. The machinery for
, their application exists in the Poor-law Board and the local
. parish authorities; but its employment is expensive; and of
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this the ratepayer needs to be reminded. If the public
would seriously determine that their alms, instead of going
to the idle and dissolute who have the hardihood to impor-
tune for them, should be distributed in the form of relief
to poverty, and improvements in such necessaries of life as
air, water, and cleanliness, effected by properly constituted
and responsible authorities, an epidemic like that of relapsing
fever would be snuffed out, and, incidentally, the gigantic
evil of vagrancy would be largely diminished. If, as now,
we call upon the authorities for renewed exertion, we de-
mand no less that the ratepayers shall remember the cost ’,
at which the effort must be made, and ungrudgingly furnish I
the means by which life may be saved, and the right hands
of English commerce preserved to their country. ’,

Medical Annotations.
"Ne quid nimise’

THE SHARPEY MEMORIAL.

IT is with great pleasure that we record the fact that the
proposed memorial to Professor Sharpey is likely to be in- I
stituted in a manner worthy of his high reputation. It is I
intended, at least, to establish a a Sharpey Physiological !
Library, Laboratory, and Scholarship" in University Col- I
lege, and to present a portrait of the professor to that in- I
stitution. Towards these objects 81500 have already been I

promised, in answer to efforts, on the part of the Committee,
which may be characterised as having been almost private.

It has now been determined, however, with this en-

couraging success as a starting-point, to address in a more
public manner the numerous and widely scattered pupils of
Dr. Sharpey, and his general and scientific acquaintances,
and to ask them to assist in conferring honour upon their
old teacher and friend.
The Sharpey memorial originated in a desire, on the part

of some of Dr. Sharpey’s old pupils, to confer upon him some
personal advantage, in consideration of his great services to
them as their teacher, and also of the fact that he has
never reaped from the practice of his profession any pecu-
niary benefit. Such a direct testimonial, however, was
gratefully but firmly refused by Dr. Sharpey; and when
the proposal took another shape, he offered to contribute his
own valuable anatomical and physiological library as a
donation to University College, on condition of its being
suitably lodged and cared for. In concurrence, as we

understand, with the wishes of the Council, therefore, a
room is to be set apart in the College, to be named the
6 Sharpey Physiological Library and Laboratory," in which
the lectures and demonstrations in Practical Histology and
Physiology will be given, where the special library thus
commenced will be accessible to students, and in which,
also, the "Sharpey Scholar" will have assistant tutorial
duties to perform.
To impart to this scheme a personal and complimentary

character, it is suggested that, as an essential point, a por-
trait of Dr. Sharpey should be placed in the library and
laboratory which will in future bear his name. If it should
be found practicable, a bust of the worthy professor will
also be deposited in the College, and a portrait medal be
struck for general distribution amongst his friends and

former pupils. This may appear rather a long array of
work to accomplish. About another 1000 is needed. When,
however, we consider the number of those who have directly
profited by Dr. Sharpey’s solid and philosophical style of

teaching, not only in reference to their acquisition of sound
physiological knowledge, but also as regards their mental
training and power of grasping other allied subjects, we
may be allowed to say that we shall feel surprised if the
majority do not respond, each, not perhaps according to his
estimate of indebtedness, but according to his present capa-
city, most willingly to this movement.
Moreover, without entering into any minute questions of

relative usefulness or prior merit, all will agree that the
weight of Dr. Sharpey’s personal influence, as well as that
of his scientific character, has largely contributed to support
the reputation and maintain the position of the school with
which he has been so long connected. The friends of Uni-

versity College may therefore well avail themselves of this
opportunity to compliment and gratify Dr. Sharpey in

founding a lasting memorial of his name and fame, whilst
they will confer no small benefit on the future pupils of the
physiological classes in the College. Nor can we doubt that
many members of scientific circles generally, both at home
and abroad, will be found to follow the example of Grote,
Lyall, Goldsmid, Murchison, Tyndall, Sabine, Huxley,
Paget, and others, whose names we find in the first sub-
scription list, and liberally co-operate in this work. For
ourselves, we heartily wish it a complete and speedy success.

THE THAMES CONSERVANCY BILL.

THis Bill, which will be brought before Parliament during
next session, has now assumed a definite shape, and will
very largely extend the power of the Conservators. We
have on many occasions alluded to the very defective pro-
visions that at present exist for the maintenance of a proper
control over the sanitary condition of vessels moored in the
river, which state of things was notably shown during the
last epidemic of cholera. We may remind our readers that,
in the autumn of 1866, it was found that no definite ar-

rangements were made on this head, and there can be no
doubt that, if the Seamen’s Hospital Society, under the
auspices of their surgeon, Dr. Rooke, had not taken the
matter energetically in hand, and established a very ad-
mirable scheme of ship-to-ship visitation, things would have
fared very badly indeed with the crews and other denizens
of vessels lying in the Thames. Much cholera was pre-
vented on that occasion, and all persons directly or indi-
rectly interested acknowledged that great good had been
done, and that the necessity for constant supervision was
superlative and imperative. It is therefore with surprise
and regret that we find no clause in the Bill, as at present
framed, indicating a change for the better in this direction.
We are enabled to state that the subject has been brought
officially under the notice of the Board of Trade, that this
Board has communicated with the authorities at the Home

Office, and that the desirability of making the Conservators
responsible for the sanitary as well as the administrative
governance of the river has been discussed and acknow-

ledged. There can now therefore be no reason why a
clause should not be added to the forthcoming Bill, empow-
ering the Conservators to take this additional modicum of
work in hand. Three sections of the community will be
benefited,-the mercantile marine, the inhabitants of all
districts abutting on the Thames, and the Conservators. For
typhoid fever and other preventable maladies will be checked
on our small and wretchedly dirty coasting vessels, the
waterside populations will be freed from risk of contagion,
and the river authorities will have professional aid to call
in whenever any of their numerous officers and servants are
sick. We cannot doubt that the Board of Trade, the Home
Office, and the Conservators will unite in framing a clause
that must, if properly carried out, very much improve the
health of the population of London and its neighbourhood.


